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The 2011 Milford Pumpkin Festival celebrated its 22nd 

anniversary this year and was very successful.  
Approximately 30-35,000 visitors attended the festival over 
the three day period.  Some interesting statistics from the 
festival: the Haunted Trail thrilled 1,564 people on Friday and 
Saturday evenings, over 1,017 children had their face painted 
at the face painting activity, nearly 400 families made a 
scarecrow, and 680 pumpkins were painted. Forty nonprofit 
and community based groups participated with fundraising or 

awareness activities that will benefit Milford and surrounding communities in 
innumerable ways – including scouting troops, 4-H clubs, Milford High School clubs, the 
Souhegan Valley Boys & Girls Club, Milford Middle School Enrichment, the Milford 
Community Athletic Association, the Rotary Club, and local churches.  Altogether, these 
groups raised approximately $65,000 for their programs and services that will be 
reinvested back into the community. 

 According to data and economic multipliers determined by the New Hampshire 
Department of Travel and Tourism in partnership with the Institute for New Hampshire 
Studies at Plymouth State University, the Milford 
Pumpkin Festival has an annual economic impact on 
the local economy of approximately $2.6 million 
dollars.   This reflects the total spending of festival 
attendees, including festival activities, retail 
purchases, gas for automobiles, dining and other 
services over the three days throughout Milford.  

The festival featured its traditional venues with 
family activities on the Community House Lawn, a 
stage on the Oval, events in Emerson Park, at the 
Library, on Middle Street and in the Town Hall.  The festival opened with the traditional 
ceremony:  the Pumpkin Runner, who made his way around the Oval and over to the 
Town Hall where Milford’s fire department waited to light the Town Hall.  Milford’s 

Citizens of the Year, Lorraine Carson and Dr. Jan Tigchelor, were 
recognized for their contributions to the Town on the 
Conservation Commission, rehabilitating injured animals and as 
the long-time mystery ‘Pumpkin Runner’.  Nathan Carmen, chair 
of the Milford Board of Selectmen, presented the award to 
Lorraine and Jan on behalf of the Milford Historical Society and 
Milford DO-IT.  Thousands of volunteer hours go into putting on 
this event, with people working months in advance.  We thank 
each and every one of them for their effort in making sure the 
event runs smoothly.  Special thanks should go to longtime 
volunteers Jeanie & Bob Philbrick for decorating the Oval, 

residents Patti Ruth and Kate Chambers for help at various events, the Souhegan 



Valley Boys & Girls Club for running the Haunted Trail, Amy Conley & Jennifer Spaziani 
for organizing the weekend’s music, the Milford Masons for providing security, Rick 
Blasé for installing all our electrical needs, First Student Transportation for providing the 
shuttle buses, Trombly Farm Stand for hosting the Punkin Chunkin and providing hay, 
Currier Lumber for providing scarecrow supplies, Centrix Bank staff for volunteering at 
several events, Chappell Tractor for providing us with festival vehicles, the Souhegan 
Valley Chamber of Commerce for helping with the pie booth, and Bob Kokko of Kokko 
Realty for providing pumpkins, pumpkins and more pumpkins!  DO-IT also extends its 
gratitude to the departments and staff of the Milford Parks, Public Works, Police, Fire, 
Ambulance, Buildings, Community Development, Community Media and the Town 
Administrator’s office, all of whom provide services and support to the festival. 

The 5th Annual Talent Show was a rousing success, 
selling out at the Amato Center, as friends, families, and 
festival attendees crowded into the theater to see a wide 
array of talent.  And what a lot of talent there is in the 
Souhegan Valley area—acts ranged from acrobatics, to 
dancing to singing to juggling and the audience was 
delighted and amazed by the performances.  Many thanks 
go to the judges: Irene Raisis Alton, Mrs. NH International; 
Adam Sexton, reporter with WMUR TV; Amy Wheeler, First 
Colebrook Bank, Jennifer McLaughlin, artistic director of Allegra Dance Studio; Cecil 
Rowlette, Musician and Karl Zahn as our Master of Ceremonies.  Robin LaCroix 
handled the stage managing and we thank the Souhegan Valley Boys and Girls Club for 
allowing the use of the Amato Center. 

We also wish to extend our gratitude to our sponsors that support bringing this 
event to the Milford Community: Kokko Realty, the Milford Odd Fellows Custos Morum 
42, Atlas Pyrotechnics, Alene Candles, Amigos Restaurant, Bellavance Beverage, 
Blasé Electric, Centrix Bank, Contemporary Chrysler-Dodge, Ciardelli Fuels, 
Coldsprings RV, Continental Paving, First Colebrook Bank, Hansen Printing & Design, 
JP Pest Services, Lake Sunapee Bank, Martha’s Exchange, Milford Lumber, St. Mary’s 
Bank, The Red Arrow Diners, People’s United Bank, Spinal Corrective Center, 
Smuttynose Brewing, Souhegan Valley Motorsports, Toyota of Nashua and TD Bank.  
We appreciate their support for this tradition that showcases Milford at its finest. 

We are looking forward to Pumpkin Festival 2012 scheduled for Oct. 5, 6 & 7, for 
even more fun! 
Respectfully submitted, 
Alan Woolfson, President Board of Directors Tracy Hutchins, Executive Director 
 
 1  “NEW HAMPSHIRE FISCAL YEAR 2011, TOURISM SATELLITE ACCOUNT,” by Laurence E. Goss, Ph.D. The 
Institute for New Hampshire Studies, Plymouth State University of the University System of New Hampshire, June 
2010. 


