Traffic Safety Advisory Committee
July 25, 2011
Minutes

Present: Gil Archambault, Vice Chair
Bill Parker, Community Development Director
Rick Riendeau, DPW Director
Dave Wheeler
Richard Tortorelli
Gary Daniels - Board of Selectmen representative

Absent: Dana MacAllister
Chief Fred Douglas

Secretary: Mindy Lavallee, Recording Secretary

OLD BUSINESS:

1. Update on complaint regarding the parking of trucks on Bridge Street - tabled from 4/25/11

G. Archambault said he spoke with Chief Kelly. He said Coca-Cola delivery trucks were
mostly responsible for the parking issues. Coca-Cola called Chief Kelly and said they
were notified of the issue and resolved the problem. According to Chief Kelly, as of June
1, 2011, there have been no problems on Bridge St. Chief Kelly recommends that when the
Oval is repaved, a “Loading/Unloading” sign be put up in that area as there is a fire
hydrant that cannot be blocked by trucks unloading and loading,

D. Wheeler commented that the issue seems to have been worked out.

G. Archambault suggested that this is mostly a police issue at this point and should be
closed out and a report be sent to the BOS. He asked G. Daniels if it is necessary to report
to the BOS.

G. Daniels said if there is nothing in the BOS minutes referencing this issue, nothing
needs to be reported back. He said normally a request would come before the Board and
then be assigned to the Traffic Safety Committee.

G. Archambault said that Chief Douglas said parking in the alleyway would eliminate
the problem. However, he thought the BOS designated that area for parking. He asked G.
Daniels to confirm this. G. Archambault said it might be necessary to ask the BOS to
designate this area as loading/unloading instead.

G. Daniels suggested giving the Selectman a heads up about this issue.

B. Parker added that a recommendation letter, to turn that space back into a loading
area, be submitted to the BOS.

G. Archambault requested that Mindy send a letter to the BOS with this
recommendation. He commented that it will be August before that area is paved and the
BOS should be notified of the suggestion in advance. According to the minutes the area
was previously used as a loading/unloading zone.

B. Parker confirmed this and said it was changed to a parking area in order to make the
crosswalk in front of the diner safer.
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G. Daniels said that he is not sure how the BOS will respond to the recommendation
because it would eliminate two parking spaces.

B. Parker and G. Archambault commented that it would just be one parking spot that is
eliminated—the spot against the island.

G. Daniels said he thought that the spot was long enough to accommodate two cars.

B. Parker said it was only striped for one space.

B. Parker said he was in favor of sending the recommendation to the BOS.

G. Archambault asked the committee if a vote was required though he does not think it
is necessary.

R. Riendeau agreed that a recommendation to the BOS is necessary because trucks need
a spot to unload.

G. Archambault said it is also a matter of safety, especially if a delivery truck parks
behind already parked cars. It would be better for the trucks to park across the street.
B. Parker asked if there are any signs on Bridge St. that say “NO PARKING”.

R. Tortorelli said there are but people often have no choice but to park there.

G. Daniels said Chief Douglas would say that delivery trucks have the right to stop in the
middle of the Oval if they need to. He said that the real issue with Bridge St. was that
delivery trucks are parking on the sidewalk.

R. Tortorelli said they’re parking on the sidewalk to prevent holding up traffic, but Fire
Dept. trucks cannot pass them.

G. Archambault said he would like to close this issue out and send the committee’s
recommendation to the BOS.

OTHER BUSINESS:

2. State of the Committee

G. Archambault asked if the charge should be tabled for next meeting.

B. Parker said he is fine with the charge but would like to discuss membership. He said
there are two representatives from the Community Development department, himself
and D. MacAllister, which does not seem necessary. He asked that the committee try to
get another department represented. He suggested Fire and/or Ambulance, with the
possibility for representatives from these departments taking turns.

D. Wheeler commented that the committee always consults the Fire dept.

G. Daniels asked how many people are supposed to be on the committee and how many
alternates there should be.

B. Parker said he believed the committee does not have any alternates. D. Wheeler, G.
Archambault and R. Tortorelli are listed as citizens, not alternates.

B. Parker stated that the TSC is a 7-member committee plus the BOS representative.

G. Daniels said it would be best to find a replacement that is cross-trained in both
Ambulance and Fire.

B. Parker asked if the committee should ask the selectman to discuss this.

G. Daniels agreed.

G. Archambault said he will be stepping down as acting chairman for B. Ruoff and also as
vice chairman. He asked the committee for recommendations for a new chairman and
vice chairman.

R. Tortorelli recommended Gil as Chairman.

Bill Parker seconded the motion.

Gil accepted and said he would like to have R. Riendeau serve as vice chairman.

D. Wheeler seconded the motion.

G. Daniels said the committee can notify the BOS of these changes through the minutes.
D. Tortorelli called for the vote and all approved.

NEW BUSINESS
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Relining streets

R. Tortorelli said Osgood Road has not been lined for the last 3 years. The yellow line is
barely visible from the entrance at Melendy Road to Young Road. He said there is a lot of
traffic on this road and the corners beyond Burns Road are very narrow and sharp.

D. Wheeler said the lines in front of the Town and Country mobile home park also need
to be repainted. The old lines were blacked out but are coming through and the newer
lines are wearing away.

G. Archambault asked R. Riendeau to take note of the streets that need to be repainted.

G. Archambault asked if there was any additional business; there was none so he asked for a
motion to adjourn. All were in favor. Meeting was adjourned at 4:30 pm.
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