Traffic Safety Advisory Committee
March 30, 2009
Minutes

Present: Bill Ruoff — Chairman
Chief Fred Douglas
Dana MacAllister
Gil Archambault
Bill Parker
Richard Tortorelli
Gary Daniels, Board of Selectmen Representative

Laura and John Noble, 226 Whitten Road

Absent: Dana MacAllister
Dave Wheeler

Kathryn Parenti, Recording Secretary

1. Roll Callvote required by the BOS.

NEW BUSINESS:

2. Discussion: Revisit occurrences of traffic accidents on Whitten Road (Requested from owners of 226
Whitten Road).

B. Ruoff began by stating Mr. & Mrs. Noble of 226 Whitten Road had written a letter to Guy
Scaife, Town Administrator, stating their concerns about the number of accidents that occur
on Whitten Road and more specifically, end up in their yard. He invited the complainants to
share their concerns with the Committee.

Laura Noble stated this was the second time they had come before the Committee and said out
of all the accidents that have occurred in front of their property, the worst one occurred on
February 14, 2009. The car involved followed the same exact path as the one that came into
their yard in February 2007. Their concern is that accidents are not happening when the cars
are traveling at 30 mph; the accidents happen when the drivers are speeding. In this most
recent occurrence, the officer on the scene stated the driver was speeding and not paying
attention so the car went airborne and flipped onto its roof. She stated she understands the
cause of the accidents is speed and when people speed on this section of the road, they are not
paying attention and thus are more likely to have an accident and end up in their yard. She
noted this is a dangerous situation for anyone in their front yard and feels there is enough
evidence to conclude the road is contributing to the accidents.

John Noble continued by stating when there is an accident in the area, cars funnel into their
yard. Their children are afraid to play in the yard and neighbors have forbidden their children
from playing in the Noble’s front yard. They had boulders brought in as a barrier after their
last appearance before the TSC but in this latest occurrence, the car came in between the
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rocks and into the yard. They are looking for a solution to stop the cars from coming into their
yard. He noted there was a higher percentage of accidents at their house than on the rest of
Whitten Road. He wondered if a guard rail or a blinking yellow light would alert drivers to
the dangerous situation; there is currently a “curve ahead” sign in place. The latest accident
was a 16 year old driver who had just gotten his license the day before; the driver was going too
fast, over corrected and drove into their yard.

L. Noble thought the snow bank slowed the car but caused it to flip and prevented it from
crashing into their house.

J. Noble stated the road tilts away from the house but once a driver has lost control, the cars all
seem to funnel into their front yard.

G. Daniels stated the tree across the road is testimony to the danger of the road.

R. Tortorelli asked if guard rails would help in anyway, to keep the cars out of their yard.

B. Ruoff replied the last time this was discussed, Dave Wheeler gave the rocks to the Nobles as
a solution to the cars going into their yard; the Committee thought the rocks would be a
barrier but the rocks are not close enough together to stop the cars from coming between
them.

J. Noble stated the car in the most recent accident hit the rocks and did slow down; if more
are needed, he’s fine with that or a guard rail to stop the cars.

B. Ruoff stated they would discuss the request and figure something out what can and should
be done.

F. Douglas stated they had reviewed the accident and the causation factor was two-pronged:
excessive speed and inexperience since the driver had just gotten his license the day before.
Southbound vehicles have a tendency to cut to the left inside area of the apex of the corner and
then over correct. By over correcting, the drivers jerk and can’t get around to the southeast
and then go into the Noble’s yard. The problem with guard rails is they will act as deflectors
knocking the cars back into the line of traffic, maybe causing head-on collisions. He noted
when Heron Pond School was built, they were supposed to do something with that corner of
the road but, if the road is straight, speed is a constant issue.

G. Daniels noted the speed limit was 20 mph through that area.

F. Douglas stated the vehicle catapulted and scarred the tree across the street eight (8) or (10)
feet up and flipped over.

G. Daniels asked what the causation factors were for the other accidents in the area.

F. Douglas replied the accidents at 226 and two (2) at 241 Whitten Road were due to an icy
roadway, driver inexperience and driver inattention. At least two (2) others were summons
for excessive speed. The guard rail would hopefully prohibit cars from going onto the Noble’s
property but the cars may ricochet back into the road.

G. Daniels asked if the location would merit a sign.

J. Noble said there was a sign going northbound; he thought a blinking light would help.

L. Noble thought people were inclined to speed once they get past the elementary school.

G. Daniels noted the posted speed limit is 30 mph when school is not in session. He wondered
if lowering the speed limit would help.

F. Douglas thought a “dangerous curve ahead” instead of an “s-curve” sign would be better.

B. Ruoff noted those signs are usually placed on really sharp turns.

F. Douglas thought the placement of more rocks in the area where the car went through would
help the situation.

J. Noble thought the rocks would be a great idea.

F. Douglas asked B. Ruoff, if D. Wheeler wasn’t able to access any rocks for the Nobles, would
he be able to accommodate them.

B. Ruoff stated there were rocks at the Brox site that could be used in this situation.

B. Parker thought the combination of rocks and signs would help the situation.
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E. Douglas asked the Nobles if they noticed there was an increase in speeding at any particular
time of the day.

L. Noble replied most of the speeders are going to and from the school. She thought some
school buses speed as well. She did note none of the accidents occurred during this time; the
most recent accident happened at 6 am on a Saturday.

J. Noble stated some also happen at night.

G. Daniels asked if weather played a factor in the accidents.

F. Douglas stated it did not, according to the accident reports. He said they would soon have
motorcycle enforcement, which is less easily visible than the cruisers, out to help educate
people about the speed limit in the area.

B. Ruoff thanked the Nobles for attending the meeting and theTSC would get back to them
soon with a solution.

G. Archambault asked if there had been any complaints about speeding buses and if the buses
let the children out on the bad curve.

F. Douglas replied no to both questions.

B. Ruoft stated he had gone out the location again and is baffled why there are so many
accidents at that spot. He felt, other than the speeding factor, there was no issue with the
road.

G. Daniels noted his wife had totaled her car on the tree across the way from the Nobles after
hitting a patch of ice. He noted the road is a bit tilted here but that corner has always been a
problem with drivers going too fast or they don’t know the curve is there.

R. Tortorelli thought the suggestion of larger boulders is the only answer the Committee can
give.

B. Ruoff noted with guard rails in the winter time, they get covered with plowed snow and the
cars will shoot off them and into the yard. He stated the cost of the guard rail and posts could
run at least $35 a foot - $2500 to $3000 for the total length.

G. Daniels wondered if they could add a 20 mph sign to the existing curve sign to let drivers
know to be careful going around the curve.

G. Archambault thought a large sign stating “dangerous curve” would work.

B. Ruoff noted in some areas of New York there are curve/speed limit combination signs.

G. Archambault noted there were some of those signs between Peterborough and Keene.

B. Parker made the motion that the Traffic Safety Committee recommends to the Board of
Selectmen that larger boulders be placed along the right of way at 226 Whitten Road. In
addition, the Committee recommends additional signage indicating a dangerous curve and 20
mph speed limit be installed in both directions on Whitten Road.

G. Archambault seconded the motion.

All were in favor; none were opposed.

OLD BUSINESS:

3. Update: Reduction of speed in the urban compact area of Milford: possible ordinance drafting.
(Continued from January 26, 2009)

R. Tortorelli stated he and B. Parker hadn’t had a chance to tackle this issue in depth as
he has been out of town for an extended period of time. He stated his initial question
with this idea was how it would affect emergency vehicles. He posed this question to
Fire Chief Fraitzl who thought as he did, if drivers of emergency vehicles drove over 10
mph over the speed limit could be held liable. After talking with F. Douglas he referred
them to Title XXI, Motor Vehicles, Chapter 265 - Rules of the Road, Speed Limitations,
Section 265:61: “Speed Exception. — The speed limitations set forth in RSA 265:60 shall not apply to
vehicles when driven with due regard for safety under the direction of the peace officers in the chase or
apprehension of violators of the law or of persons charged with or suspected of any such violation, nor to
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fire department or fire patrol vehicles when traveling in response to d fire alarm, nor to public or private
ambulances or other emergency vehicles when traveling in emergencies. This exemption shall not,
however, protect the driver of any such vehicle from the consequences of a reckless disregard of the safety
of others”.

B. Parker continued by stating they were thinking of staying the course by taking each
speed limit reduction request on a case by case basis rather than looking at a town wide
reduction in speed, in the urban compact area.

G. Daniels asked for a definition of the urban compact area.

B. Parker stated the area is from the 101 bypass in the east to the intersection of Union
Street and Route 13 in the south, North River Road, exclusive, and the intersection of
Route 13 to the north and to the lights at Lorden Plaza. The thought was to make the
speed limit in this area 25 mph, unless otherwise marked.

G. Daniels wondered why this was being discussed as all the roads in town are 30 mph,
unless otherwise marked.

B. Parker replied it was to slow traffic within town and to address the ongoing requests
to reduce speed in areas around town. Currently the TSC deals with these requests on a
case by case basis.

R. Tortorelli thought the speeding problems were an enforcement issue and wondered if
they put this in writing as reduced speed throughout the urban compact area, if there
was a problem so.

F. Douglas replied whatever the speed limit is marked as, it is maintained as such. He
noted it can be expensive for the town to continue to install signs as they are requested.
B. Ruoff stated the sign and labor costs run approximately $100 per sign.

F. Douglas stated the only roads with absolute speed limits are the interstate and drivers
can be summonsed for speeds as little as 2 mph over that posted limit. In town, the
speed limit is prima facia where the speed limit is what ever the conditions allow, within
reason and depending on the situation. The speed limit on Nashua Street was reduced to
25 mph and the owner of the variety store on Nashua Street has noticed a reduction in
speeding and near misses and people are more visible in the crosswalks to the drivers at
the lower speed.

There was some discussion regarding the procedures of issuing summons for speeding
and the enforcement of posted speed limits. There was also discussion regarding whether
limiting the speed limit in the urban compact area to 25 mph or 30 mph would be best
and which other towns in New Hampshire had these town wide limits.

B. Parker recommended tabling this to the next meeting so further study can be done
regarding other towns in the state that may have town wide speed limits.

B. Ruoff suggested once the study has been done, they can then have signs made that are
posted going into town, notifying drivers of the speed limit in the urban compact area
and the fact it will be strictly enforced. He thought there would be five (5) signs to
install and this recommendation would go before the BOS before proceeding.

G. Daniels suggested once they have a solution, to post a briefing in the Granite Town
Quarterly to inform the citizens of Milford.

MINUTES:

4. Approval of minutes from January 26, 2009.

B. Ruoff asked if there were any comments or questions with regard to the minutes; there
were none so he asked for a motion to approve.

G. Archambault made the motion to approve the minutes as written.

R. Tortorelli seconded the motion.

All were in favor; none opposed.

TSC Minutes 3/30/09 40f5



OTHER BUSINESS:

G. Archambault welcomed Gary Daniels as the new Board of Selectmen representative.
B. Ruoff asked G. Daniels if he would be willing to discuss the boulder situation with D.
Wheeler. If he did not have any to donate, they would get some from the Brox property.

G. Archambault asked G. Daniels what the BOS decision was for the TSC’s
recommendation for Phillips Way.

G. Daniels stated he believed the BOS decided to go with the TSC’s recommendation of
leaving Phillips Way as it is for the time being.

B. Ruoff asked if there was a motion to adjourn.
B. Parker made the motion to adjourn the meeting.
G. Daniels seconded.

All were in favor; meeting adjourned at 5:00 pm.
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