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 Town of Milford 
 Zoning Board of Adjustment 

 
 

  
Application for Variance 

 
 
Name of Applicant:   Phone #:  
 
Email:  
 
Address:  
 
 
 
Owner:  

(If same as applicant, write “Same”) 
 
Owner’s Address:  

(If same as applicant, write “Same”) 
 
 
Property Location:   Map   Lot   
 (Number and Street)       
 
Description of property:  
  

 
  

 
  

 
 (Lot dimension, total area, present use) 
 
This application is not considered acceptable unless all required statements have been made and all 
sections completed.  Additional information may be supplied on separate sheets if necessary. 
 
Fees:  $75.00 per case plus abutter fees, including owner and representative (if applicable). 
 
 
 

Town of Milford New Hampshire 
One Union Square ∙ Milford, NH 03055 ∙ Phone (603) 249-0620 ∙ Fax (603) 673-2273 

www.milford.nh.gov

 

Date Received:  
 

Case #:  
 

Application #:  
 

Payment amount:  
 

Date:___________ 
 

By:__________ 

http://www.milford.nh.gov/
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Section 1 - APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE 
 
A variance is requested from Article ________ Section _____________ of the Zoning Ordinance to 
permit: 
 
 
 
 
Facts supporting this request: 
 
1.  Granting the Variance would not be contrary to the public interest because: 
 
 
 
 
2.  If the Variance were granted, the spirit of the ordinance would be observed because: 
 
 
 
 
3.  Granting the Variance would do substantial justice because: 
 
 
 
 
4.  Granting the Variance would not diminish the value of surrounding properties because: 
 
 
 
 
5.  Unnecessary hardship:'  
 
A. Owing to special conditions of the property that distinguish it from other properties in the area; 

denial of the Variance would result in unnecessary hardship because: 
 

i. No fair and substantial relationship exists between the general public purposes of the ordinance 
provision and the specific application of that provision to the property because: 

 
 
 
 
 
and; 
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ii. The proposed use is a reasonable one because: 
 
 
 
 
 
(B)  Explain how, if the criteria in paragraph (A) are not established, an unnecessary hardship will be 
deemed to exist if, and only if, owing to special conditions of the property that distinguish it from other 
properties in the area, the property cannot be reasonably used in strict conformance with the Ordinance, 
and a Variance is therefore necessary to enable a reasonable use of it: 
 
 
 
 
 
(C)  Not withstanding paragraph (B) above, a Variance may be granted without finding a hardship 
arising from the terms of the Zoning Ordinance when reasonable accommodations are necessary to 
allow a person or persons with a recognized physical disability to reside in or regularly use the 
premises, provided that: 
 
i)  The Variance requested under this paragraph shall be in harmony with the general purpose and intent 
of the Zoning Ordinance because: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In addition, Variances may have extra criteria that must be met.  This includes, but is not limited to: 
 

6.03.5  Floodplain Management:  The criteria for evaluation is listed in 6.03.5:B General Conditions 
and the applicable conditions are listed in 6.03.5:C. 

 
If your project is covered by the above situation, include your answers to the required criteria as 
specified in the referenced Section of the Milford Zoning Ordinance as an attachment under Section 3 C. 
of this application. 
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Section 2 - ABUTTERS 
 

See attached sheet. 
 
 
Section 3 - ATTACHMENTS 
 

A.  A plan of the property and all buildings, drawn to scale, is required. 
B.  A Building Permit Application as needed (to be determined by the building official.) 
C.  Additional explanations, justification, abutters’ statements, letters, etc. 
 
 
Section 4 - REPRESENTATION 
 

Owner(s) authorization for the applicant or other agent to represent the owner at the proceedings: 
 
 

Print the name of the person or party representing the owner(s) 
 
The applicant or agent, as stated hereon, has authorization from the property owner to submit this 
Zoning Board of Adjustment application and to represent the property owner on matters relative to said 
process. 
 
   

Owner’s Signature  Date 
 
 
Section 5 - SIGNATURES 
 
Signature of Applicant   Date  
     
Signature of Owner   Date  
     
Signature of Zoning Official   Date  
 
 

For office use only 
 

Code Enforcement Officer’s decision and comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Revised  2012.02.10
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ABUTTER LIST 

 
Abutter – Any person whose property is located in New Hampshire and adjoins or is directly across the street, stream, or active railroad property 
from the land under consideration by the local land use board.  The term “abutter” shall also include the owner and the applicant. 
  

Map Lot Property Owner Mailing Address Town State Zip Code 
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       

 
The above abutter listing reflects the most current assessing records and the Milford Zoning Board of Adjustment is released from any responsibility for inaccurate information 
or incorrect abutter notification. 
 
     

Signature of Applicant   Date  Map & Lot 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR VARIANCE 
 
The Zoning Board of Adjustment strongly recommends that, before making any appeal (application), 
you become familiar with the Milford Zoning Ordinance1 and with New Hampshire TITLE LXIV, 
Revised Statutes Annotated (RSA), Chapters 672-6772, covering planning and zoning.  Additionally, 
you may seek guidance through the Office of Community Development.  
 
ABUTTERS: List the map, lot, abutter name, and mailing information.  This information can be found 
in the Milford Assessing Office. 
 
For purposes of receipt of notification by a municipality of a local land use board hearing, in the case of 
an abutting property being under a condominium or other collective form of ownership, the term 
“abutter” means the officers of the collective or association, as defined in RSA 356-B:3, XXIII.  For 
purposes of receipt of notification by a municipality of a local land use board hearing, in the case of an 
abutting property being under a manufactured housing park form of ownerships defined in RSA 205-
A:1, the term “abutter” includes the manufactured housing park owner and the tenants who own 
manufactured housing which adjoins or is directly across the street, stream, or active railroad from the 
land under consideration by the local land use board.  For purposes of receipt of notification by a 
municipality of a local land use board hearing, in the case of an abutting property being an active 
railroad property, the owner of the railroad property shall be notified.  For purposes of receipt of 
notification by a municipality of a local land use board hearing, in the case where the applicant is 
different from the owner of the land under consideration by the local land use board, the term “abutter” 
includes the applicant. 
 
For purposes of receiving testimony only, and not for purposes of notification, the term “abutter” shall 
include any person who is able to demonstrate that his/her land will be directly affected by the proposal 
under consideration. 
 
VARIANCE: A variance is an authorization, which may be granted under special circumstances, to use 
your property in a way that is not permitted under the strict terms of the zoning ordinance. 
 
If you are applying for a variance, you must first have some form of determination that your proposed 
use is not permitted without a variance.  Most often, this determination is a denial of a building permit.  
A copy of the determination must be attached to your application. 
 
For a variance to be legally granted, you must show that your proposed use meets all five (5) of the 
following conditions: 
 
1. Granting the Variance would not be contrary to the public interest. 

A variance would be considered contrary to the public interest if it unduly and to a marked degree 
violated the basic zoning objectives of the Zoning Ordinance. Will the variance alter the essential 
character of the neighborhood or threaten the health, safety, or general welfare of the public? 

 
2. Granting the Variance would observe the spirit of the ordinance. 

This requires that the effect of the variance be evaluated in light of the goals of the zoning ordinance. 
 

                                            
1  Town of Milford Zoning Ordinance can be found at: 
http://planning.milfordnh.info/DOCUMENTS/ZONING%20ORDINANCE%20MASTER%20(2011).pdf 
2  NH RSAs, Chapters 672-677  can be found at: 
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/NHTOC/NHTOC-LXIV.htm 
 

http://planning.milfordnh.info/DOCUMENTS/ZONING%20ORDINANCE%20MASTER%20(2011).pdf
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/NHTOC/NHTOC-LXIV.htm
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3. Substantial justice would be done by granting the Variance. 

Substantial justice is done when any loss to the individual is not outweighed by a gain to the general 
public. 

 
4. Granting the Variance would not diminish the value of surrounding property. 

The applicant, to convince the Zoning Board must explain that granting the variance will not 
decrease the value of surrounding property. 

 
5. Denial of the Variance would result in an unnecessary hardship. 

The first requirement is that there are special conditions or characteristics applying to the property 
(such as, but not limited to, exceptional narrowness, shallowness, or shape of the property, or 
exceptional topographical conditions), that distinguish it from other properties in the area.  Because 
of these special conditions, no fair and substantial relationship exists between the general public 
purposes of the ordinance provision and the specific application of that provision to the property.  
And finally, the proposed use must be a reasonable one.  You must explain what makes the property 
unique and why a “hardship” would be created if the terms of the ordinance were strictly applied. 
 
In lieu of a claim of unnecessary hardship, the Variance may be granted when reasonable 
accommodations are necessary to allow a person or persons with a recognized physical disability to 
reside in or regularly use the premises, provided that any Variance sought shall be in harmony with 
the general purpose and intent of the zoning ordinance and the Variance shall survive only so long as 
the particular person or persons have a continuing need to use the premises.  To meet this criterion, 
explain the accommodations that are necessary and identify the person or persons and provide 
evidence of their disability. 
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