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Administrative Review  
 
Date:   May 13, 2022 

To:   Jason Plourde, Chair, Zoning Board of Adjustment 

From:  Lincoln Daley, Community Development Director 

Subject:  Case #2022-04 Ryan and Lisa Retelle Revocable Trust for the property located at 11 
Wildflower Way, Tax Map 53, Lot 35-35 – Special Exception Application to Exceed Maximum 
Structure Height in the Residential R District. 

The applicant is before the Board of Adjustment seeking a Special Exception from the Milford Zoning Ordinance, 
Article V, Section 5.04.7.C to allow the construction of a single 78-foot tall, amateur radio station antenna 
structure on the subject property in the rear eastern portion of the single-family residential property where a 35-
foot maximum height is permitted in the Residential ‘R’ Zoning District.  In reviewing the files for this property, I 
offer the following comments: 

1. Existing Conditions: 
a. The subject property is approximately 1.42 acres with in excess of 231linear feet of frontage on 

Wildflower Way.  The property contains a 4-bedroom, two-story, single-family residence, 576 square foot 
attached garage, and 144 square foot shed, and ground mounted solar panels all situated in the northeast 
section of the of the property.  The property is primarily undeveloped with the front half and southern 
portions mainly wooded.   

b. The property is serviced by private well and septic.  

c. The subject property is situated an established single-family residential area.  To the north and southwest, 
lies single-family residences.  The property directly abuts conservation land to the east, west and south.  

2. The proposal calls for the construction of one (1) 56-foot tall amateur radio station structure and 12 foot, 2.5 
inch diameter mast extension, and 10 foot high antenna for a total of 78 feet.  The lattice structure will be 
bracketed to the applicant’s southeast side of their house.  The southeast side of the house faces conservation 
land and contains natural buffering from the Wildflower Way.  The tower will be approximately 143’ from 
the nearest home (Tax Map 53 Lot 35-36).  The tower is located outside of the 15 side and rear dimensional 
setbacks (minimum of 76 feet from the rear property boundary – See Exhibit D).  The lattice structure will be 
comprised of approx. 16 inch wide panel and secured by cabling  

3. In accordance with Section 5.04.7.A within the Residential ‘R’ Zoning District, the maximum height of a 
structure is 35 feet.  Pursuant to Section 5.04.7,C, a structure may exceed the maximum height of 35 feet with 
the issuance of a Special Exception by the Board of Adjustment.  

4. Staff Comments: 

a. The applicant should be prepared to explain what alternative locations and antenna designs were 
considered.  



  

b. The applicant should explain the total amount of area to be cleared/disturbed to construct the towers. 
What impact will the removal of natural vegetation/trees have on the visibility of the towers? 

c. The applicant should provide more detail or clarification on how the tower will be installed.  More 
specifically, please explain how the tower will be secured to the house and will the tower require cabling.    

d. The application states that there will be minimal visual impact on abutting properties given it proposed 
location and natural buffering.  The applicant should be prepared to explain/detail what analysis has been 
completed to make this determination?  The Board may want to consider additional analysis to determine 
the potential visual impact along Federal Hill Road and abutting properties 

e. The applicant should explain the long-term use of the towers and possible co-location and/or structural 
improvement to co-locate commercial wireless service uses.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Aerial Photos of Subject Property: 

 

 



  

Street  Photos of Subject Property:   

 

 

11 Wildflower Way Northwest Property Corner (Driveway) Looking East 

11 Wildflower Way Northwest Property Corner (Driveway) 
Looking Southeast 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11 Wildflower Way Westerly Property Line 
Looking Northeast 

11 Wildflower Way Southwest Property Corner 
Looking Northeast 



  

Elevation Map of Subject Property: 
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