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Administrative Review  
 
Date:   May 28, 2022 

To:   Jason Plourde, Chair, Zoning Board of Adjustment 

From:  Lincoln Daley, Community Development Director 

Subject:  Case #2022-12 Barlo Signs and Hitchiner Manufacturing Company, Inc. for the property located 
at 586 Elm Street, Tax Map 13, Lot 6 – Variance Application for relief to allow an electronic 
messaging sign to exceed the permitted square foot area. 

 

Barlo Signs and Hitchiner Manufacturing Company, Inc. are before the Board seeking a Variance from Milford 
Zoning Ordinance, Article VII, Section 7.06.8.B.2.a to allow an electronic messaging sign to exceed the 50% of the 
total sign area and 24 square foot area design standards within the Industrial Zoning District.  In reviewing the files 
for this property, I offer the following comments: 

1. Existing Conditions: 

a. The subject property is approximately 12.26 total acres. The property is primarily developed and contains 
two of Hitchiner’s industrial buildings totaling approximately 202,300 square feet with associated parking, 
drainage and stormwater management.    

b. The property contains in excess of 935 linear feet of frontage on Elm Street. 654 linear feet on Hitchiner 
Way, and 250 linear feet on Old Wilton Road.  The property is accessed by one curb cut centrally located 
in the middle of the property on Elm Street and approximately five curb cuts located on Hitchiner Way.  
The property is serviced by municipal water and waste water.  

c. The project area directly borders the railroad tracks, O.K. Tool Company Superfund Site and two 
commercial operations to the north. To east and south, the property abuts established commercial and 
industrial uses/businesses.  To the west, the property is abuts Surburban Propane and Metal Casting 
Technology. 

d. The subject property falls within the Industrial ‘I’ Zoning District and is subject signage requirement for 
said district.   

2. The Applicants are seeking to install an electronic messaging sign (monument sign) on the subject property at 
the primary entrance on Elm Street.  The proposed electronic messaging center sign will be 10’4” x 10’10” 
(61.43 total square feet) and located approximately 55 feet from the existing monument sign diagonally across 
the main driveway on Elm Street.  The electronic messaging center portion of the proposed sign is 40 square 
feet (5’ x 8’) and comprises approximately 65% of the total sign area. Please refer to application for details, 
specifications, and location.  

3. Pursunt to Article VII, Section 7.06.8.B.2.a, an electronic messaging center sign may not exceed 50% of the 
total of the sign area or twenty-four (24) square feet, whichever is smaller. The remaining 50% shall not include 
blank area that would be seen as a border, frame or otherwise non-sign area. A Variance is required to allow 
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the proposed electronic messaging sign to exceed percentage or maximum square foot area permitted in the 
Industrial District.  

The Applicants have filed a concurrent Variance from Milford Zoning Ordinance, Article VII, Section 
7.06.9.E.e.ii to allow more than one monument sign on the subject property within the Industrial Zoning 
District. (See Case #2022-11) 

4. The Applicants should be prepared to further discuss the alternatives considered and the reasons/rationale for 
seeking a larger electronic messaging sign and location of said sign on the industrial campus property. 

 

Aerial Photo(s) of Subject Property: 

 

 

Street Photo(s) of Subject Property: 
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View of Subject Property Looking Southwest 

View of Subject Property Looking South 
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View of Subject Property Looking Southeast 
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